
Classic Poetry Series
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles Marie Rene
Leconte de Lisle

- poems -
 
 
 
 

Publication Date:
 2012

 
 



Publisher:
Poemhunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive

1www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle(1818-1894)
 
Charles Marie René Leconte de Lisle (22 October 1818 – 17 July 1894) was a
French poet of the Parnassian movement.
 
Leconte de Lisle was born on the island of Réunion. His father, an army surgeon,
who brought him up with great severity, sent him to travel in the East Indies with
a view to preparing him for a commercial life. After this voyage he went to
Rennes to complete his education, studying especially Greek, Italian and history.
He returned once or twice to Réunion, but in 1846 settled definitely in Paris. His
first volume, La Venus de Milo, attracted to him a number of friends many of
whom were passionately devoted to classical literature. In 1873 he was made
assistant librarian at the Luxembourg Palace; in 1886 he was elected to the
Académie française in succession to Victor Hugo. His Poèmes antiques appeared
in 1852; Poèmes et poésies in 1854; Le Chemin de la croix in 1859; the Poèmes
barbares, in their first form, in 1862; Les Érinnyes, a tragedy after the Greek
model, in 1872; for which occasional music was provided by Jules Massenet; the
Poèmes tragiques in 1884; L'Apollonide, another classical tragedy, in 1888; and
two posthumous volumes, Derniers poèmes in 1899, and Premières poésies et
lettres intimes in 1902. In addition to his original work in verse, he published a
series of admirable prose translations of Theocritus, Homer, Hesiod, Aeschylus,
Sophocles, Euripides, Horace. He died at Voisins, near Louveciennes, in the
department Yvelines.
 
In Leconte de Lisle the Parnassian movement seems to crystallize. His verse is
clear, sonorous, dignified, deliberate in movement, classically correct in rhythm,
full of exotic local colour, of savage names, of realistic rhetoric. It has its own
kind of romance, in its "legend of the ages," so different from Hugo's, so much
fuller of scholarship and the historic sense, yet with far less of human pity.
Coldness cultivated as a kind of artistic distinction seems to turn all his poetry to
marble, in spite of the fire at its heart. Most of Leconte de Lisle's poems are little
chill epics, in which legend is fossilized. They have the lofty monotony of a single
conception of life and of the universe. He sees the world as what Byron called it,
"a glorious blunder", and desires only to stand a little apart from the throng,
meditating scornfully. Hope, with him, becomes no more than this desperate
certainty:
 
   Tu te tairas, ô voix sinistre des vivants!
 
   You will be quiet, o sinister voice of the living!
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His only prayer is to Death, "divine Death", that it may gather its children to its
breast:
 
   Affranchis-nous du temps, du nombre et de l'espace, Et rends-nous le repos
que la vie a troublé!
 
   Free us of time, of name and of space / and give us the repose which life hath
troubled!
 
The interval which is his he accepts with something of the defiance of his own
Cain, refusing to fill it with the triviality of happiness, waiting even upon beauty
with a certain inflexible austerity. He listens and watches, throughout the world,
for echoes and glimpses of great tragic passions, languid with fire in the East, a
tumultuous conflagration in the Middle Ages, a sombre darkness in the heroic
ages of the North. The burning emptiness of the desert attracts him, the
inexplicable melancholy of the dogs that bark at the moon; he would interpret
the jaguar's dreams, the sleep of the condor. He sees nature with the same
wrathful impatience as man, praising it for its destructive energies, its haste to
crush out human life before the stars fall into chaos, and the world with them, as
one of the least of stars. He sings the "Dies Irae" exultingly; only seeming to
desire an end of God as well as of man, universal nothingness. He conceives that
he does well to be angry, and this anger is indeed the personal note of his
pessimism; but it leaves him somewhat apart from the philosophical poets, too
fierce for wisdom and not rapturous enough for poetry.

3www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



À La Femme Que J'Aurais Aimée
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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À La Même
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À L'Auteur Du  Banquet De Noël
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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À L'Heure De  Silence
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À L'Italie
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A Marie
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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À Marie Beamish
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A Un Poète Mort
 
Toi dont les yeux erraient, altérés de lumière,
De la couleur divine au contour immortel
Et de la chair vivante à la splendeur du ciel,
Dors en paix dans la nuit qui scelle ta paupière.
 
Voir, entendre, sentir ? Vent, fumée et poussière.
Aimer ? La coupe d'or ne contient que du fiel.
Comme un Dieu plein d'ennui qui déserte l'autel,
Rentre et disperse-toi dans l'immense matière.
 
Sur ton muet sépulcre et tes os consumés
Qu'un autre verse ou non les pleurs accoutumés,
Que ton siècle banal t'oublie ou te renomme ;
 
Moi, je t'envie, au fond du tombeau calme et noir,
D'être affranchi de vivre et de ne plus savoir
La honte de penser et l'horreur d'être un homme !
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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À Un Poète Mort
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À Une Galère
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À Victor Hugo
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Annie
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Aux Modernes
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Aux Montagnes Natales
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Aux Morts
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Bhagavat
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Chanson Du Rouet
 
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine,
Je vous aime mieux que l'or et l'argent!
Vous me donnez tout, lait, beurre et farine,
Et la gai logis, et le vêtement.
Je vous aime mieux que l'or et l'argent!
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine!
 
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine,
Vous chantez dès l'aube avec les oiseaux;
Été comme hiver, chanvre ou laine fine,
Par vous, jusqu'au soir, charge les fuseaux.
Vous chantez dès l'aube avec les oiseaux;
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine!
 
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine,
Vous me filerez mon suaire étroit,
Quand, près de mourir, et courbant l'échine,
Je ferai mon lit éternel et froid.
Vous me filerez mon suaire étroit,
Ô mon cher rouet, ma blanche bobine!
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Chansons Écossaises
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Chant Alterné
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Christine
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Contemplation
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Cozza Et Borgia
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25www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Çunacépa
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Dans L'Air Léger
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Dans Le Ciel Clair
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Dies Iræ
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Djihan-Arâ
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Douce Création
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31www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Doux Ange Au Doux Nom
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Effet De Lune
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Églogue
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Ekhidna
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Épiphanie
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Études Latines
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Fiat Nox
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Frédégonde
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Fultus Hyacintho
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Glaucé
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Hallucinations
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Hélène
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Hèraklès Au Taureau
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Hèraklès Solaire
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Hiéronymus
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Hylas
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Hymne Au Soleil Couchant
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Hypatie
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Hypatie Et Cyrille
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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In Excelsis
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Jeunesse, Amour, Beauté
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Juin
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Khirôn
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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Kléarista
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Klytie
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Kybèle
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La Bête Écarlate
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

58www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



La Chanson Du Rouet
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La Chasse De L'Aigle
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La Chute Des Étoiles
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La Dernière Vision
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La Fatalité
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La Fille Aux Cheveux De Lin
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La Fille De L'Émyr
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La Fin De L'Homme
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La Fontaine Aux Lianes
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La Forêt Vierge
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La Genèse Polynésienne
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La Joie De Siva
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La Lampe Du Ciel
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La Légende Des Nornes
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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La Maya
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La Mort De Penthée
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La Mort De Sigurd
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La Mort De Valmiki
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La Mort Du Moine
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La Mort Du Soleil
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La Mort D'Un Lion
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La Myrrhe
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La Paix Des Dieux
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La Panthère Noire
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La Prairie
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La Ravine Saint-Gilles
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La Résurrection D'Adônis
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle
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La Robe Du Centaure
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La Rose De Louveciennes
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La Source
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La Tête De Kenwarc'H
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La Tête Du Comte
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La Tristesse Du Diable
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La Vérandah
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La Verveine
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La Vigne De Naboth
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La Vipère
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La Vision De Brahma
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La Vision De Snorr.
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La Ximena
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L'Aboma
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L'Accident De Don Iñigo
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L'Agonie D'Un Saint
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L'Aigu Bruissement
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L'Albatros
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L'Anathème
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L'Anémone Et La Rose
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L'Apothéose De Mouça-Al-Kébyr
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L'Arc De Civa
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L'Asphodèle
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L'Astre Rouge
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L'Aurore
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Le Baiser Suprême
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Le Barde De Temrah
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Le Bernica
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Le Calumet Du Sachem
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Le Chapelet Des Mavromikhalis
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Le Cœur De Hialmar
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Le Colibri
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Le Combat Homérique
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Le Conseil Du Fakir
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Le Corbeau
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Le Dernier Des Maourys
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Le Dernier Dieu
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Le Dernier Souvenir
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Le Désert
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

124www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Le Frais Matin Dorait
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Le Jaguar
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Le Jugement De Komor
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Le Lac
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Le Lévrier De Magnus
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Le Manchy
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Le Massacre De Mona
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Le Myrte
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Le Nazaréen
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Le Parfum Impérissable
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

134www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Le Parfum Impérissable
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Le Pavot
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Le Piton Des Neiges
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Le Retour D'Adônis
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Le Rêve Du Jaguar
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Le Réveil D'Hèlios
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Le Romance De Don Fadrique
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Le Romance De Doña Blanca
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Le Runoïa
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Le Sacre De Paris
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Le Sacrifice
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

145www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Le Secret De La Vie
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Le Soir D'Une Bataille
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Le Sommeil De Leïlah
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

148www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Le Sommeil Du Condor
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Le Suaire
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Le Talion
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Le Vent Froid De La Nuit
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Le Vœu Suprême
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L'Ecclésiaste
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L'Encens
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L'Enfance D'Hèraklès
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L'Enlèvement D'Européia
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

158www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



L'Épée D'Angantyr
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Les Aromates
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Les Ascètes
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Les Bucoliastes
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Les Clairs De Lune
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Les Damnés
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Les Deux Glaives
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Les Éléphants
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Les Elfes
 
 
 
Charles Marie Rene Leconte de Lisle

167www.PoemHunter.com - The World's Poetry Archive



Les Éolides
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Les Étoiles Mortelles
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Les Hurleurs
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Les Inquiétudes De Don Simuel
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